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Hora De Hacer Algo En BeisbafTime For MLB To Play Hardball ) —Major
League Baseball recently held its annual midsunoekabration of the game of hardball and, as
usual, Dominicans were well represented on thestdl teams selected as the best of the best.
The numbers are testament to the contribution thmiBican Republic makes to baseball,
providing it with many of the top stars today.

Dominicans In 2009 All-Star Festivities

—

Carlos Pena

Nelson Cruz

But amidst the All-Star hoopla, the dark side ohfdaican baseball continues to fester. Around
the same time baseball was celebrating in St. | tlésYankees were voiding the contract of a
young Dominican prospect who lied about both his agd his identity, and no fewer than 10
Dominican Summer League players were suspendagsiiog performance enhancing drugs.
Even Baseball Commissioner Bud Selig took notédefage falsifications during an All-Star
address, saying, “That's one of the areas we'viogget a lot better handle on. We've got a lot of
work to do in the Dominican Republic. And we'rerpit."

But not doing near enough. Now is time for Comimissr Selig to take action or Dominican
baseball is going to crumble under its own weighg already a crisis in development, with the
latest developments only adding fuel to the fiteby Sammy Sosa, Manny Ramirez and Alex
Rodriguez — and now David Ortiz — as well as thditamhal accusations of age and identify
falsification by Dominican players.



Understand, baseball is a natural resource fobtimainican Republic, doing as much or more for
the country than tourism, the leading industry falet, tourism feeds off the publicity generated
by baseball. People who had never heard of theiloam Republic know of the country
because some of their favorite baseball playetdroan here; many of them visit the country as a
result. Baseball and the Dominican Republic caatiotv a public relations plus to turn into a
nightmare.

Signings of players in the Dominican Republic hagen slowed or put on hold by the questions
about the legitimate age and identity of some pkayd&eams are conducting bone density scans
to verify the age of some players and DNA testsgaing ordered for others, with the players
forced to bear the cost of testing unless resitidicate them.

The DNA testing itself raises ethical questionsadrorrific scale. Ask yourself the question what
might have happened if baseball had had DNA testirgiable when a young Lou Gehrig was
coming up. What would the Yankees have done wightalented player if they had been able to
determine he was predisposed to amyotrophic lasetafosis? Once DNA information is
obtained, no one can guarantee how is it used ymchbm. That alone is dangerous.

But the ethics of DNA testing aside, baseball Heesady taken several to the head with regards to
Dominican baseball players and, from what | un@et this is just the tip of the iceberg as
scrutiny intensifies; that more age/identity fatstion will be uncovered and more steroid users
exposed, further undermining the integrity of Doitém baseball and the exceptional players it
produces. | predicted several months ago thag tivas going to be a slow trickle of names
made public from a 2003 steroids test, a testlaatsupposed to remain confidential. Sammy
Sosa’s hame recently popped up, and now both D@ktid and Manny Ramirez are named.

Commissioner Selig needs to act now, appointinggla level commission, much as he did with
the steroid issue, to study the problems and dpvatutions. The Mitchell Report led to
substantial changes in the way baseball addressessé of performance enhancing drugs, but
the problem is epidemic among Dominican playerswiticcontinue unless addressed head on,
as will lying about age and identity.

Commissioner Selig

A few years back, a group of Olympic athletes wsleed if they would take steroids to assure
Olympic glory even though it would result in centaieath. Over 60 percent said yes. In a
country where baseball is viewed by many as thg opportunity to escape poverty, | am willing
to bet that the percentage of those willing to exge baseball success for death would be even
higher.

The commission Selig needs to announce today, pmaira within the next 30 days, should
include people from Major League Baseball and Daraim baseball, as well as players (current
and former), doctors, educators and representativis'e Dominican government whose role
would be to protect the country’s natural resowrickaseball. And part of the commission’s



charge should be to promote and develop opporégritir the players for a life outside of and
beyond baseball. If players realize that baseballsingle opportunity but other opportunities are
available, they might realize that risking theuels by taking steroids, or getting caught up in the
lies of age and identity falsification, are just mmrth it.

The Dominican Republic gets so much from baselallmseball gets too much from the
Dominican Republic to allow the situation to deteate further; at some point it becomes
irreparable. Commissioner, you have the power éatlsat that does not happen. Time to step up
to the plate.

Ramon El Mago(Ramon The Magician)— Among the many pleasures of living in the
Dominican Republic is access to some of the bgsirgiin the world. The Dominican Republic
is the world’s largest producer of handmade cigdere are over 600,000 acres of land devoted
to growing tobacco for cigars. Half of all cig@@nsumed in the United States — over 525
million — are made right here; there are over @ B@&nds to choose from.

One of my daily stops is & Leyenda Del Cigarr¢The Legend of Cigars) in Santo Domingo.
It is a good place to socialize, to talk sports atieér events, and, naturally, to light up. Thepsh
features a variety of Dominican cigars, as web#srings from Cuba, but it is the house brand |
love the most, in part because | know of the Idwa ts put into each cigar by Ramon, whose
prestidigitations with tobacco are so skillful spectfully call him a magician.

Making cigars is an intensely hands-on processetaee over 220 individuals steps in making a
cigar, from seedling to final product, and eactidae manually, but none are more important
than that of people like Ramon, ttegcedores

Ramon at work

Rollers take years to perfect their skills, oft@pt@nticing to master rollers to develop their
techniques. Ramon learned on the knee of his tativat, one generation passing his wisdom to
another. Itis not simply the rolling of the cigaut the selection of the right tobaccos and
marrying them, blending them with other tobaccoséke a cigar that is flavorable, aromatic
and intimately smokable.

It never ceases to amaze me to watch Ramon, wps hethe selection of all tobacco, make his
works of art, taking the long filldigero that give the cigar it deepest flavors, then agldiits and
pieces of other tobaccos to the mix, and skillftlysting them into a cylinder that is placed into
a press. A half hour in the press, then a haif édreach cigar, and more time in the press to
ensure each cigar will hold its shape.

Ramon then carefully selects a wrapper, making susevithout flaws to ensure great texture
and color to each cigar, then lovingly cloaks thesped cigar in its coat, securing it with a dab of
vegetable glue, and fashioning a cap or point @h eall the while taking into account that each



cigar must have a good draw and an even burn. itQaald consistency are the only ways you
judge a good cigarj]é4 calidad es el respeto al pueblis embraced at every phase of the
industry.

Ramon does this dozens of times a day, hundretiime$ a week; | estimate he makes over
60,000 cigars every year in varying shapes, sa#ers and strengths.

Ramon is so good at what he does, you can givaldigar, any cigar, and he will analyze it,
sniff the leaves, smoke a bit, perform a forengane and then duplicate the cigar to near
exactness in appearance and taste.

He has also made a few cigars he conjures up fdvengfit only, using his knowledge of what |
like with his wizardry of what works. My tasteswto intermediate in strength, with a dark
maduro wrapper and a thick ring gauge. He oncebauad six different tobaccos to make a
robusto that was literally an experience of ailifiet His creation was the only cigar of its kind
on the planet and | was the beneficiary of thata®l uniqueness.

My respect for Ramon grows each day | watch hinpassersby come to marvel through the
window at his dexterity, as visitors from around thorld crowd around him to take pictures, as
they exit with boxes of his gems to enjoy when thetyrn to various corners of the world. His
work seems so simple and he makes it look that asgny great artist does. Ramon truly
performs magic, turning tobacco into masterpiedst | am the one who makes them disappear
— one by one.

. Y Esa Es La Manera Que E#nd That's The Way It Is) — No
matter what pursuits | have undertaken over thesyéacluding my current one of building the
Dominican Republic Sports & Education Academy, \dnalways considered myself a career
journalist. | have been involved in the media sinollege, writing for the school newspaper, and
got my first job, for a technical publication, ttay after | graduated. Since then | have written
for a variety of publications and writing has alwdyeen my strong suit in any job. Journalism
has provided me with so many opportunities andgingsn me many of the principles | follow
even today: sticking to deadlines, accuracy, itityggresponsibility.

Walter Cronkite, who died recently, was one of mydes. He set a standard for journalism that
has influenced the media — and the world — forentbban five decades, earning the reputation as
“the most trusted man in America.” An emotionabgkite told the nation about the
assassination of President Kennedy; his zeal owearalanding on the moon was also felt by the
nation. And when he called for an end to the \detnNar, the country listened.

When Cronkite started in the business there welsetbree TV stations. Now news is delivered
24/7 over a multitude of stations and the Internetoubt whether the Founding Fathers, in
contemplating the First Amendment, could have retyatonceptualized the immense scope that
it would embrace today. Anyone with a website cacdme a reporter and cloak themselves in
First Amendment protection; the landscape is mutitiesay the least.



Newspapers are suffering from the media glut; mameygoing out of business. Misinformation
is dispersed on a regular basis on TV, in news;gagal magazines, and on the Internet.
Responsible journalism is well on its way to beaagrn oxymoron.

Cronkite set a standard for journalistic values peisonal integrity and | hope his legacy will not
only be remembered, but be the measuring stickriandustry that in many cases seems to have
forgotten its fundamental responsibilities.
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DRSEA Contact Information in the Dominican Republic

Address Calle 19 de Marzo, #103, Suite 305, Zona Colg8ahto Domingo, Dominican
Republic

Phone 829-505-2991

Website www.drsea.org
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